82                                 LORD  ODO RUSSELL

Happily for Prince Bismarck, there is no danger of the Catholic
Powers ever giving their moral support to an infallible
papacy. ..."

Trusting Count Miinster and his own Ambassador rather
than the temperamental Decazes, Lord Derby decided not to
treat the Belgian note as of international significance, but
instructed Lord Odo Russell to do his utmost to allay any irri-
tation against Belgium on the part of Bismarck, but Russell
failed to find any such "irritation" and wrote that Miinster
would be in a position "to represent the matter in its true light,
and close the incident for the present."1 It was probably this
calm and soothing despatch which led Derby to refuse to read
the German note to Belgium and its reply, when questioned in
the Lords,2

While things were calming down in Belgium, they were
growing more strained on the other side of the Alps. The
Emperor had intended to visit Rome in the spring, and now an
already jumpy Europe heard that he was to stay at home and that
the Crown Prince was to go instead. The responsibility for this
alteration lay at Bismarck's door,3 and though his motive
remained obscure, his action was none the less alarming, and
perhaps it is more than mere coincidence that Miinster's
instructions drew his serious attention to the dangers of the
situation created by the new French army law, and requested
him, if a suitable opportunity presented itself, to suggest that
representations to Paris might have a beneficial effect.4
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3".. . There can be no doubt that the Ernperor was anxious and well enough
to go to Italy, that every preparation (even to ordering four new uniforms)
was made for the journey, and that H.M.'s doctor expected good results from
change of air to a warmer climate. The written medical opinion which compelled
the Emperor to give up the journey was unexpected, and 1 happen to know that
Prince Bismarck caused certain non-solicited favours to be granted to the
Emperor's doctor, for which the doctor called to thank the Chancellor a few
days before his medical opinion in writing was asked for.

The Emperor himself told me at Prince Hatzfeldt's ball where H.M. remained
till two in the morning, that he felt well enough to go and regretted the doctor's
decision, because he much wished to see Italy again, and return the King's
visit. .. /' P.O. 64. 826, No. 166. To Lord Derby* Secret. 15 April 1875*
Cf, D.D.F. 1. pp.395-6.
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